
Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

 

“United in Spirit, and inspired by God’s grace, we love all, welcome all, 

and seek justice for all.”  

  

    Recently the United Church of Christ Board of the General Synod af-

firmed this as the Mission of the United Church of Christ. This is good to 

reflect upon as we conclude our year in this extremely divisive time in our 

nation. God loves all. God welcomes all. God seeks justice for all. All 

means all!  

 

    Our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ is the same as it was yesterday, 

as it will be tomorrow-- to proclaim by what we say and what we do that 

God is truly the God of love, and we are people of love-- for all God’s chil-

dren. The common good means we work for people of all races, ages, gen-

der identities, abilities, religions and politics. We are the family of God. 

 

    Let us pray for unity and inclusion and act upon it in whatever way is 

appropriate in the life of our church.  
 

    As we conclude the old year and enter into the new we are faced with our 

mandate, now over two years old, to “Move forward” in a new direction of 

ministry. We don’t know what this is as yet but we need to continue to dis-

cern God’s direction for us. What do we see as our congregation’s core val-

ues is one way to determine a new ministry? Let us think on this as we en-

courage each other for the challenges ahead. 
 

     Blessings to you in this Advent season. 

 

Pastor Jerry  

 

 

First Congregational Church of Oroville 
1715 Bird Street, Oroville, California 

A great place to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

Worship Leaders 
Jerry Hambleton — Pastor 

John Zenor — Organist 
Regina Jensen—Choir Director 

 
 
 

Our Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  
10:00 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  
11:00 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 

 

First Tuesday of the month 
9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 

 

Every Tuesday 
1:00 pm   Sewing Group   Youth Room 

 

Every Thursday 
5:00 pm  Choir Practice  Chapel 

 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 
Sandy Bolt 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 

 (530) 533-2483 
 
 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 



REPORTS 
 

Church Council Greetings… 
 

Despite the trials and tribulations of our world, we have made it yet to an-

other season of Thanksgiving and Christmas Joy. Besides the birth of Jesus, 

I am reminded of the birth of another child who gave hope to those around 

him. He was Peregrine White, the first child of English parents, born in the 

U.S. aboard the Mayflower while it was docked in Massachusetts Bay. 

Both brought new hope, love, and joy to many stranded on a precarious 

planet stained by doubt, greed, and suspicion. 
 

We are reminded that George Washington proclaimed the first official Day 

of thanksgiving, and it was yet another great president who made it a per-

manent national holiday - Abraham Lincoln. 
 

Thanks to our Christian heritage, we are also fortunate to live in a nation 

which observes Christmas as a national holiday and carries the motto ''In 

God We Trust'' on its coins. So therefore, once again 'tis the season to wish 

all a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and a Joyful New Year. 

 

Jim Lenhoff, 

Moderator 

 

 

 

 

Trustees… 
November 9, 2016  
 

''Dixie'' cups have been placed on top of the drinking fountain and in the 

ladies restroom. 
 

Mike Bolt has cleaned most of the gutters, however, leaves keep falling. 
 

We will be getting an estimate for much needed painting of the patio side of 

the Annex building so we can plan to budget for it. 
 

The walkway from bird St. and the 2 sunken “planter squares” in the patio 

have been repaired. 
 

P. G. & E. has required us to move the 2 sheds off the gas lines (which we 

The  CHIMES 

were unaware of) within 60 days. Or, if we leave them there and the lines 

need to be accessed, we might have to pay a LOT. We are looking at op-

tions. (move, sell, give)  
 

YMCA program schedule:  

Karate class:  Tues. & Wed. 6 to 7 pm.  

  and some Saturdays 10-11 am. 

Theater group:  Tues. & Thurs. 4:30 to 6 pm. 

Day Camp: 

Nov. 21. 22, 23 

Dec. 16, 19-23, 26-30 

Jan. 2 

Feb. 20-24  

April 17-21 

  

We are still encouraging everyone to sign up for the ''S.H.A.R.E.S.'' cards. 

We used to get between $100 and $115 or more each quarter which we 

used for publicity. NOW WE ARE GETTING ALMOST NOTHING!! 

Please sign up.  

 

A reminder, ''S.H.A.R.E.S.'' cards are no longer in use when you shop at 

Food Maxx, Save Mart, Lucky or Smart Foods. They are being replaced by 

YOUR telephone number. Shirley Quackenbush has information on how to 

do this. Our church receives a percentage of your purchases. This money 

helps fund our publicity expenditures. If you have trouble getting on the 

computer to record with SHARES (escrip.com/shares), as I did, call Sandy 

at the office and she will do it for you. Some people are reluctant to give 

their phone numbers out but I have used my phone number at Raley’s, Sta-

ples, hardware stores, etc. with no problems. 

 

As always: We appreciate donations to our Endowment Funds which have 

provided income to help maintain our buildings and some other expenses. 

We would like you to consider adding to these investment funds at any time 

or perhaps in your will which would be extremely helpful. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Warmack 

Trustee Chairperson 

 

 

 

The  CHIMES 



Diaconate... 
 

We are actively preparing for the holidays.  We have several upcoming spe-

cial events. On Sunday, December 4th we will have a joint service with Gra-

cePoint Church.  It will be a “Service of Thanksgiving” celebrating all that 

we have to be thankful for during the last year and the upcoming New Year 

and give everyone an opportunity to be thankful for all we have.  The ser-

vice will be planned and conducted by Pastor Jerry and Pastor Roy Fisher.  

There will also be special music provided by both churches. The service 

will by followed by a special luncheon in the Social Hall planned and host-

ed by the GracePoint Church and their congregation. It is a special day and 

we hope every one can attend.  This will be the third time we have had this 

joint celebration of thanksgiving. 
 

Since Christmas Day is on a Sunday this year we will have the special 

Christmas service and communion Sunday.  We will be joined by Gra-

cePoint Church and Pastor Roy. 
 

The New Year is upcoming and we look forward to many events and ser-

vices. If you have any suggestion or changes please let me or any member 

of the Diaconate know your wishes or suggestions. 

 

Enjoy your holidays. 

Shirley Quackenbush 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship... 
 

We met at 9:30 with 10 members present. Following approval of minutes 

and treasurer’s report we discussed helping church members with food bas-

kets. Checks were written for our 4 food ministries in town. 
 

Plans were discussed for our joint Thanks dinner with GracePoint Church 

on Dec 4. We have also invited them to join us on Dec. 25 for our service. 
 

On the 30th of November we will be putting out the wreaths and garlands so 

the sanctuary is decorated for the 4th. 
 

Shirley Quackenbush is collecting names for lectors in November. If you 

would like to read scripture, talk to Shirley. 

The  CHIMES 

We are trying to clean up our sign-up board. If you wish to help with flow-

ers, hosting or greeting call Sandy in the office, she will have the list. 
 

Next meeting is December 6, 9:30 am. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

 

 

 

Music Committee... 
 

The Music Committee is trying to organize some Sunday afternoon con-

certs for the spring. Any suggestions for concerts or preferences in music, 

please let Regina or Kathy know. We are trying to organize through Christ-

mas. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

 

 

******************** 

The  CHIMES 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to the Congregation for their support in the 
Celebration of Life for Joanne LaPorte. It went beautiful-
ly and her family and friends really appreciated it. 
 
      Kathy Hardy 
 

http://www.planwallpaper.com/images-christmas
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The  CHIMES 

 

I love my new human.  I think I’ll keep it.....  

Submitted by Jane Warmack 



Mrs. Elsie S Raymond 
61 Yefim Way 

Roseville CA 95661-5642 
 
 

November 5th, 2016 
 
Greetings — 
 
    To any who remember me! 
 

    Am enclosing my latest poem.  My hobby!!  Friends at 
church used to like them. Having had heart problems, 
I’ve slowed down, and although I still drive, it’s just to 
local points, so I can manage A.D.L.!! 
 

    Thanks for the Chimes!!  Enclosed, a small donation to 
help Dolores Devol and staff there continue. 
 

    Sorry to hear, Margaret fell.  Am adding my prayers, 
to all yours, for her recovery. 
 
 
     Most Sincerely, 
     Elsie Raymond  

The  CHIMES 

My Ride of Pride 
 

When I received my badge, as a registered nurse,  

I was so proud. 

In England, we had no graduation ceremony. 

Just a letter. No crowd. 

Then when I obtained my Visa,  

To enter this great land,  

I read, and re-read that coveted paper,  

Clutched in my hand. 
 

The man I loved loved me, too. 

I was so proud. We were betrothed. 

On the day we married,  

My happiness and pride found new growth. 

Then children were born - more pride. 

As if we alone were able!!  

Other infants could not compare  

To those rocked in our cradle. 
 

Years went by. 

Numerous days of great pride were known. 

At school, academic, sports and musical abilities, 

 By each, were shown. 

But nothing prepared me for the pride,  

Of every family member there,  

When my first grandson finished Boot Camp,  

An answer to his prayer. 
 

I was so proud!  

Just wish Grandpa could have shared that special day. 

He was in all our hearts, 

And there will always stay, I pray. 

Adam survived the Crucible,  

On the way to fulfill his dream,  

With four hundred others, smartly at attention (I cried with pride)  

As he then became, forever, A UNITED STATES MARINE! 

 

- ELSIE STOWELL RAYMOND 

 

The  CHIMES 

Editor’s note: 
 

    For those of us who know Elsie, she is not a person we are likely to 

forget.  We miss her friendly and bright personality and look forward to 

the receipt of a poem that never fails to touch us deeply. 
 

      Thank you Elsie 



The  CHIMES 

 

Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

 

PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at 

the following locations. 
 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner 
of Bird and Oak Streets. 

 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 

The  CHIMES 

 

Yes, we are back and anxious to continue our weekly gathering at 

the church in the library starting in January. 
 

We welcome everyone whether you are a quilter, do knitting, or 

do stitchery of any kind.  Please join us to add your talent, learn 

something new or just enjoy visiting and doing your own new or 

unfinished projects. 
 

Come check us out! 

We will meet every Tuesday, from 1 to 3 

 

First Congregational Church 

1715 Bird Street 

 

For more information: 

 Call the church office 533-2483 

Or Shirley Quackenbush 533-3570 

BLAZING  NEEDLES  

Everybody needs a good sleep toy.....  

Submitted by  Jane Warmack  

REFLECTIONS 
When I was a child I thought Nap Time was a punishment  

... now, as a grown up, it just feels like a small vacation!  
 

Submitted by Jane Warmack 



Next Chimes deadline will be Tues. Dec. 27 

Printing will be Thurs. Dec. 29 
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

11 John Zenor 

13 Elsie Raymond 

24 Jim Lenhoff 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None Listed 

 

 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of November 2016 
Thru 11/20/16 

 

 

Approved annual budget for 2016–2017  $   94,712.00 

Budget needs for each week:   $     1,821.38 

Budget needs each month:   $     7,892.66 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Income for the month: 

Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    3,162.23 

 Garden fund, Rental, Chimes, Adv. & Growth     $       183.00 

              

     

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:    $    3,345.23 

Photo by Jeannie Maes taken October 30, 2016.  

Showing fall berries on the trees in the church courtyard.  

************************** 

 


